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them |: edcted by Mr. ‘by means of which is 


make perth Mears @ Strong pull, 
hd a'pull altogether” at the City purse strings, |: 
the: Commissioner of Streets and Lamps 


st 4 oa regener Im The defeated plan 


embodies all the worst features of that under 
which we are now plundered ; gives pay with- 
it ‘work for nearly half the year; and secures, 





ved bm insufficient: ‘and impracticable ' penalties, 
entiro impunity for neglect “of contract during | © 


the other half. The.veto speaks for itself. 


miration. Practice makes perfect ; and it may 
be fairly doubted whether so. high a degree of 
perfection in this direction has been attained 


‘| in any part of the civilized world, as is to be 


fougd in this our notable commercial metropo- 
lis. The distribution of irresponsible power, 
among the departments, facilitates the opera- 
tions of those who ‘ “understand the ropes ;” 
and, where the ‘“ under-two-hundred-and- 
fifty-dollar” dodge can be brought to bear, 
detection and punishment are nearly out of the 
question. The necessity of concénirated au- 
thority somewhere—of power to dismiss weak 
officials, as well as corrupt ones; and of’ in- 
stantaneous action wherever just complaints 
= made, is becoming every day more apparent. 

e action of the chief Magistrate, if the 
power were in his hands, would not be con- 
fined to such isolated instances of wholesale 
wrong as those which are presented to him, 
after having passed through the Common 
Council; but would extend to every leakage, 
however minute, through which the money of 
tax-payers is conveyed to an improper destina- 
tion. 


Racing Across the Ocean. 

Plots for plundering the plethoric Treasury 
of the United States are thickening fast at 
Washington. ‘Railroad and steamboat robbers 
crowd the lobbies, and every day develops some 
new scheme of theirs for pillage. On Friday 
last, Mr, Broom, from the Post-Office Commit- 
~ tee, reported to the House of Re mtatives a 
bill authorizing the Postmastet-General to 
make a contract with Cokne.ius VanpERBILT 
for carrying a mail, in steamships, between 
New-York and Southampton, at a compensa- 
tion of; $16,608 ‘for the found trip. A pro- 
vision of this contract is, that, in the event of 
this line not making as quick time as the Cu-. 
nard steamships, $1,000 shall be deducted for 
every twelve hours’ deficiency. 

There are several good reasons why this bill 
should’ not. pass Congress. Another line of 
mai) steamships to England is not needed. We 
are now heavily taxed to support the Collins 
line, in its competition with the ‘Canard line— 

paying it more than four times as much as we 
receive for its services, and more than three 
times as much, for each trip, as the British 
Government pays to the Cumard ships.. In 


addition to the Collins line, we have now two. 


sepérate lines of mail steamers to Europe from 
this port—the Bremen line and the Havre.line 


raw! - Aas Taine | 
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‘schemes, “In the Southern Convention Mr. 
Perrizs, of Georgia, proposed that every mem- 
ber should subscribe $100 to the joint stock of 
the Ocean Steamship Company, which had. 
been so warmly .urged.as certain to enrich the 
stockholders, and the Southern States: On 
the spur of the moment it was adopted :—but 

seeond sober thought, it was réconsid- 


Féred: and Gen. Betuunm made's “‘very long 


and sensible ‘speéch,”” as the correspondent of 
the Charleston Standard styles it, to show that 
“There is tin attempting to’ force 
trado into unnatural chdnnel tha ‘ t, if there is the 
ofa trade, there reelil be be Sandie enough to 

go intolts ban Meaete en wae et we are not 
in.such a condition as that it will be c to 

goods direct to the result of an to do so 
will simply be to the service more than it 
‘will'come to, and to that extont will be # loss to the 
South, or to. whoever,else may be simple enough 
engage in it.” 

Now, there have been reams of argument ex- 
pended to convince our Southern brethren of 
precisely the plain, common-sense pringiple 
thus laid down by Gen. Beruuxr. But it had 
not. a particle of effect. until it. came to be 


backed up by the practical proposition to sub- 





scribe $100 ‘each. Then the members had not 


the slightest difficulty in taking a practical and 
sensible view of the whole subject. 


, ——EEE 

Trt Stave-TRAveE nor TO BE REOPENED.— 
Governor Apams, of South Carolina, and the 
Charleston Mercury, were a little premature in 
declaring themselves.in favor of reopening the 
African Slave-trade. The Legislature of South 
Carolina had already tabled the recommenda- 
tion of the Governor, and Congress yesterday 
effectually smothered the project by passing the 
resolutions of Mr. Eraenmcs of Tennessee,and 
Mr. Orr of South Carolina. Whatever the 
feeling may be at the South on the subject, the 
leading men among them have too muth disere- 
tion to avow themselves in favor of the abomin- 
able traffic, and, though the Southern Conven- 
tion, in refusing to discuss the question, resolved 
that it was not out of any deference to the 
opinion of the North, we do not doubt that the 
outburst of indignation with which the message 
of Governor Apams and the arguments of the 
Mercury were received by thé Press of the 
Free States, had some ¢ffect. in causing’ the 
subsequent action of the South in reference to 
the matter. The question of legalizing the 
importation of slaves from Africa may be con- 
sidered a dead cock in the pit for the present, 
at least, and there is not, in fact, much more 
probability of its being revived with any serious 
intentions than. there’ is of 9 return to mon- 
archical principles of Government. 

: em 

Important Stave..Case.--The case of 
Deep. Scorr vs.Joun F. A. Saxprorp came 
up in the United States Supreme Court at 
Washington yesterday. It was argued: at the 
last session, but, in order to allow further argu- 
ments on. certain points of law, the dedision 
was reserved. The case is a peculiar one- 
The plaintiff brought the suit to try his tight 
to freedom. He claims to have been emaaci- 
pated, his master having taken him to-reside in 
Tilinois,—which act, according to the Consti- 
tution of that State, was sufficient to give him 
his freedom... He subsequently, however, re- 
turned to Missouri, in which State he had for- 
metly resided ;° and it was decided by ‘the 
Circuit Court that the master’s right, dormant 
while in Dlinois, had reviyed—the provision 


probably occupy the Court several days, and | 
the decision will be looked Sie gi 


terest. . 
are 


A Deevtinhans: Peeiokinn eibacee 


curious old fellow, who is described | on the bdills'as a 
hunter, but who seems, toa worldly eye, very much 
like . suspicious ‘old. gypsy... Theresa leaves 
her home on busingss, and - intrusts the keys 
fof the homestead to Rose, warning ‘her that 


there .is money ins: certain plase which has to | 


igita, emiaties (een) Chron from 8 


wife and children of a free colored man 


be taken care of. ' After this a reeruiting party, visite | 


the Valley,and we have a conscription.scene. In the 


drawing Stephen,. of course, extracts the unlucky 


color, ba han, ninepe age Soke an agony of despair. }., 


She appeals to the Captain, and is informed that the 
only alternative is to buy him ‘eff—the price being fif- 


teen hundred, louis. After.a miscellancous series 6 |. 


internal struggles, Rose niakes up her mind to borrow 
the sum from the finances of Theresa, in the hope that 
her foster father will be able to replace it; does so, 
and secures the freedom of ‘her beloved. ‘When 
Theresa returns, she discovers, of course, the loss; and 
also the truth that Rose loves Stephen. Her revenge 
is excited, and she hasan opporttnity of gratifying it 
by deneuncing Rose asthe thief. This ends the second 
act. In the next, it is unnecessary to ‘say, all things 
are set to rights ins pertouly aatuathctory—te ‘not 
legal way. 

The music of this opera is light and pretty, bok was 
very inadequately given last night, especially. by 
the orchestra, which is entirely inefficient. It is little 
else than insulting to pretend to give dperas with’ an 
orchestra of twenty-two or twenty-three performers, 
We are surprised that Mr. Nreio permits the reputa- 
tion of his theatre to be compromised by such senseless 
parsimony. «In its present shape the “* Valley of An- 
dorre™ is simply a musical drama—music being intro. 


| duced as a relief to the dialogue, which we regret to 


say is curiously and astonishingly stupid. Mr. Hazzr- 
son has a dashing part as the. recruiting and 
sang and acted better than we ever remember to have 
heard him before, Mr. Gutimarrs, a a débutant, sang 
with excellent taste and skill. . His voice, a ‘bass, al- 
though not very strong, is of delicious quailty, and he 
managed it like an artist. He is a very valuable addi- 
tion to the company, and will contribute largely to 
its popularity. Without a different and more happy 
combination of circumstances it is impossible for: any 
man to have been worse than Mr. Rzezvzs, and noth- 
ing but the extreme scarcity of tenors in the ** Val- 
ley of .Andorre™ can account for his success with the 
fair sex. 

Miss Lovisa Pryw has, we suspect, been over-0x- 
erting herself at rehearsal, Her voice gave frequent 
indications of fatigue, and more than once we missed 
the finished excellence of: this admirable vocalist 
She was, however, engaging and delightful in ‘her 
dramatic character, and recovered herself Re BOC- 
ond act vocally so as,to win brave rounds of use, 
Miss Svsaw Pyrex was a8 smiling and confident as 
ever. 

The Opera has been placed on the stage in a per- 
fectly admirable way. Mr. Taomwaz’s scenery is a feast 


in itself worthy of liberal patronage. The costumés , 


are a little bailet-ish, but picturesque.’ The chorus 
did not strike us as being particularly good. 

, CORRECTION. 
To the Editor of the New-York Daily Times: 

While according to your musical critic the justice 
and truthfulness of his remarks generally, concerning 
the performance of the Oratorio of ** Eli,” which was 
given Saturday evening last, allow me to correct am 
error he has committed in this morning’s paper. The 
lady who played the harp accompaniments om that 
occasion was Miss Exm.y Hany, not myself. 

My ambition to excel. as a musician lies in another 
department. CORNELIA A. DINGLEY, 

Monpay, Dec. 15, 1856. 

[Thanks for the ccepilton el 6'sbeghl: error occa- 
eioned by a slip.of the pen, ‘If Miss Dnre.zrx's appili- 
cation be equal to her natural gifts, her ambition te 


, excel will be gratified ‘at no distant day.] 


The Alleghanians ate about to undertake @ con- 


cert tour through the West and South, They have suc- | 


ceeded in securing the services of Miss Awnrz Kemp, 
of this City, a young lady who has made a favorable 
impression upon the New-York public by her per- 
formances at the soiréee of the Mendelasohn Union 
and at amateur concerts during'a year or two past, 


Miss Anna Vx, of Goshen, is concertizing in’ 


. Western New-York, assisted by ey greerepnens: { 


Mr. MOLLENHAUZR, 
Bi abla TIS Ce Be 
Dr. Nott and Usien College. 


—The Liverpool Times ‘states that’ Mr. ‘An- | 
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pe Konrrr, 8 lieutenant in the regiment of the Dra-’ 
goons of the Guard of Prussia. 

THAtERc's Concert for the school children in 
‘Philadelphia, on Saturday, was a success as great as 
his similar enterprise in New-York. Mus. Avent 
aang ** Yankee’ Doedle™ ‘again, ” 

‘Mr. Gzorcs Vaspernorr is giving 













entertainments at the Hall of the Mercantile Library eee s 


in Boston, @ la Atussr Sura. 
Miss Dix has been spending some days exani- 
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Sing-Sing. : 

A number of citizens of St. Louis have girn 
\ dinner to. Gov. Wtane, of Indiana. : ; 
; (nr 


‘Lectures last Evening. 
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Mr. Tie Faamcns Mahanme diiveans eloctae 1 a 


last night in the Tabernacle before an audience of about 
two thousand persons, for the bénefit of the family of 
the late Parrgicn Keurr, once well-known as the Al- 
dermanic representative of the Sixth Ward... ‘Th® 
subject, as announced, was the ** Patriotism of the 
Poor.” In however, of oppressive en- | 

gagementa, the lecturer stated his inability to prepare 
an address on the topic indicated, and redelivered his 
lecture on. “‘ Royalty and 


‘oration elicited repeated applause, 
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_ he concluding lecture of the series of the New- }- 
England Society was delivered last evening at Clinton |’ 


Hall, Astor-place, before a crowded and gratified an- 
dience, by Mr. Arrkun Gituan. The subject was, 
“'The Wit and Humor of New-England.” The pecu- |. 
liarity of Yankee drollery and. smartness was never 
better illustrated, though some of the jokes had seen 
the ga#lights before, 

At Hepe Chapel, last night, Rev. W. H: Mrunumx 


delivered an able lecture on the * Life and Genius of i 


A.zxanprs Hawiiron,” to a large audience; On 
‘such a subject it phi rpseadpin Kevaligrins 00 Se 
yet Mr. Mr.svan, in his happy manner,. contrived. to 
invest his topic with: a of novelty that was as 

as it was » He found his reward 
in several rounds of hearty applause. 


——EE 
; Scheel of Design. 

E. P. Warertz, Esq., of Boston; lectures this 
evening, at Clinton Hall, for the benefit of the School, 
of Design for Women. The reputation of the lecturer, 
the certainty that he will have something to say worth 
hearing, and the excellence of the object to which the, 
receipts are to be deyoted, should secure.a good atten- 
dance, All classes of the community, we believe, are 


agreed as to the desirableness of enlarging the field of ¥ 


female labor,—of opening new directions in which 
women can earn a livelihood. No scheme. has been 
devised more‘ practical or more feasible. than. that 
which the School of Design seeks to carry out. It.de- 
Penrene She 99 NOPEIE OAEOD ‘he RORNGNY Te 
needs. « ” 


EE 
A ContTEmMrT1s.& Sprerz.—Among the religious 
noticds in the advertising columns of the- Trias of 
Dec.'6, wasone from the *‘ First M. %° Church, for- | 


by Rev. Gronex 8, Haze It 
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